[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]


SOUTH ISLAND TOUR – 2011
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APRIL 1
Depart New Plymouth and travel south to board the ferry at 2.05 pm over to Blenheim where we will overnight at the Heartland Hotel
APRIL 2

Depart Blenheim through the Queen Charlotte Sounds Drive and take in some of the  beautiful scenery on our way to Nelson where we will overnight at the Trailways Hotel

APRIL 3

Today we will head to Farewell Spit for a very memoriable tour where we will visit the most Northern point of the South Island as well as the fantastic bird life.  As this is a full day tour we will retire back to Nelson for another evening at the Trailways Hotel            

APRIL 4

Departing  Nelson passing through the Buller Gorge, and on our way we will drop in on the picturesque town of Wesport before continuing on to  Greymouth where we will overnight at the Kingsgate Hotel

APRIL 5

Depart Greymouth we explore Shantytown where you will enjoy a steam train ride with gold panning an optional extra, and we will also visit  the Fox Glacier on our way to overnight at Haast World Heritage Hotel

APRIL 6

Depart Haast and travel through the Haast Past and pass  along the edges of Lake Wanaka and Lake Hawea through to  Wanaka where we will visit  the National Transport & Toy Museum on our way to Queenstown where we will overnight at the Kingsgate Terrace Hotel
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APRIL 7
Today will be  a free day  to explore the  beauty of Queenstown at                                                        
your own leisure.  This evening we  will experience the breathtaking

views of Queenstown from the gondolas  and complete our day with

an evening meal which is included in the cost, before retiring to our

rooms at the Kingsgate Terrace Hotel.

APRIL 8

Departing  Queenstown we pay a  visit to Mount Linton sheep station, one of the largest in the South Island, and the home of Texell sheep, before travelling onto Invercargill where we will overnight at Kelvins Hotel
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APRIL 9

Depart Invercargill and travel up the east coast via  Catlins State Forest to Dunedin

where we will be overnighting at the Kingsgate Hotel 
APRIL 10

Today we visit the Royal Albatross Colony at Taiaroa Heads and witness the fascinating social and family life of the breeding colony and enjoy the privilege of viewing these majestic seabirds in their natural environment, also including a visit the 1886 Armstrong Disappearing Gun before we take a stroll through the beautiful Botanical Gardens of Dunedin and spend another relaxing evening at the Kingsgate Hotel

APRIL 11

Depart Dunedin and travel through to Timaru where en route we will visit the Hayes Engineering Works and Clarks Flour Mill.  Upon arriving in Timaru we will visit the Botanical Gardens which is a stunning old English garden that was gifted to the city by former Mayor, James Graigie  before we overnight at the Benvenue Hotel
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APRIL 12  

Depart Timaru  and travel  up the East Coast to Christchurch onto Hamner                       
 Springs  where we  will witness the spectacular display of colour from the

massive  trees on the Main  Street, and  we will overnight  at  the  Hamner 
Springs Heritage Hotel where you will be able to take a dip in the hot pools

directly opposite the Hotel  
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APRIL 13

Leaving Hamner Springs we travel back to Blenheim, via the Inland Kaikoura

Route arriving in Kaikoura in time to visit the seals on the peninsula before

our lunch break, and continue on through to Blenheim where we will over –

night once again at the Copthorne Hotel

APRIL 14

Before leaving Blenheim we will stop at NZ Jewellery for some last minute gift shopping at their factory before boarding the ferry at 10.05 am for our sailing back through the Marlborough Sounds back to Wellington and travel home to New Plymouth (
